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CECA’s name

Cultural Action

Education

??
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Education – Latin roots 2x

• educare

to bring up, to train, to mold

• educere
to lead out, to bring from 



Cultural Action

• cultural

endless varieties in the concept of culture…

• action 
doing something
to activate, to make 



ICOM Education 28

Downloadable from CECA website





The roots of CECA and cultural action

In contribution Nicole Gesché-Koning, p. 23:

Quote from the draft agreement between ICOM and 
Unesco, 1948, in which ICOM agrees:

‘to co-operate in furthering the programme of UNESCO 

by securing technical advice and aid 

for museum educational services and programmes,

including activities in connection with formal and informal
education for both adults and children’. 



The roots of CECA and cultural action

In contribution Nicole Gesché-Koning, p. 26:

Quote from ICOM News Vol. 16, 

August-December 1963: 

A new committee should cover wider fields, including 
‘a whole new sphere of cultural action’

1. time!



Marie-Clarté O’Neill’s contribution

→ Clear link between introduction of the term
cultural action and French politics in the 1960s

Marie-Clarté’s lecture André Malraux, French author and minister 

in London 2017 of Culture in 1958 - 1969



Difference policy – reality

What is written in policy papers through the years 
may sound perfect →

many modern concepts
about dialogue, involving society etc.

Was/is this also reality in daily museum life?

Wishful thinking??



Survey 2016 / 2017

Social media campaign 

Poster session London 2017 



Survey 2016 / 2017 - outcomes

• Not about museum or education at all! 

• Term cultural action not recognised

• Common understanding of cultural action: not for schools

• Mostly interpreted as: 
→ education = for schools
→ cultural action = for other audiences / general public

• Some: activism through/with cultural institution – political 
connotation

• Latin America wider interpretation: all programs for public in 
museums and cultural spaces (including education)



CECA Vocabulary

Collecting words….

Like: 

문화정책
(cultural policy or cultural program in Korean)



Questionnaire

Form:

4 words/terms 
most commonly used in your language 
to indicate the work in museum education / cultural
action

1 word describing your profession
most common title of profession



Workshop Lissabon 26.april 2018



Contribution Italy (upper part)



CECA Vocabulary

→ Downloadable from CECA-website



Please add your country too!



Fill in the form and send it to me

Thanks in

advance!



Wordcloud
made of the
1. and 2. words
listed for each
country



Action culturelle

Mentioned by 1 country



Education

Mentioned by 13 countries



Museum pedagogy

Mentioned by 3 countries



Vermittlung / formidling

= cultural INTERaction
Mentioned by 3 countries



Médiation, Mediação, 
Mediazione, Mediación

Mentioned by 7 countries



Theory Learning / knowlegde

The constructivist museum, George Hein, 1999

Traditional 
lecture
and text

Knowledge exists
outside the learner

Behaviou-
rist

learning

Construc-
tivism

Discovery 
learning

Learning       Theory

Knowledge 
constructed by

individual and socially

Learner
constructs
knowledge

Incremental
learning,
added bit by
bit
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Impressions after



Impressions after Tbilisi

?



Cultural action???

Most often interpreted as:

education
=

formal 
education

cultural action 
=

informal 
education



Colette Dufresne’s contribution

Different roles of cultural action:

1. cultural development (linked to the official 
cultural policies)

2. political action

3. social action, improvement disadvantaged groups

4. educational action - development of people

5. entertainment

6. source of economic development 

7. instrument of diplomacy



Education vs.cultural action 

cultural action

cultural action

cultural action

I

education

education

education

II

III



Museums and politics??



CECA Vocabulary

Downloadable from CECA-website



Words can be tricky… 

Learning



We need words…

as transport mode



Rules of 
the game

for the Tbilisi 
conference….

Poster made by Emma Albers

Student at the school for Graphic design Utrecht
(Intermediate Vocational Education)


